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Ismaili Intellectual References from Jabiri's Perspective

Eyad M. AlShofeen*, Salman F. Albdour**

ABSTRACT

The Moroccan thinker, Muhammad Aabed al-Jabiri, believed that the there are three intellectual references
on which the Ismailism relieded on to construct its doctrine and ideolog: the Letters of Ikhwan al-Safa’,
Avicenna's philosophy and the ideology of the Fatimite State. The relationship between Ismailism and these
references seem quite vague and thus demands in-depth research to prove that al-Jabiri’s views are correct.
There are no direct indications in the Letters of Ikhwan al-Safa’ confirming their Ismaili origin. Additionally,
because of his residence in Baghdad and Hamdan, Avicenna had never publicly declared his Ismaili
ideology. The Fatimite State, had adopted the Ismaili doctrine. This study focuses on clarifying the
relationship between the Isamili doctrine and the three aforementioned references. Al-Jabiri believes that the
letters of Ikhwan al-Safa’ have conspicuous Hermesi roots which, in turn, had a clear influence o Isamilism.
Aviceanna’s philosophy does have certain Gnosticism roots inherited from al-Farabi and Platonism and have
a little influence on Ismaili creed.

Keywords: Ismailism, Gnosiss mind, Fatimid State, Critique of Arab Reason.
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