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(1) Shillington, Kevin (ed). Encyclopedia of African History (New York: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2005), Vol. 1, pp.
782-3.
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(2) Dodwell, Henry. The Founder of Modern Egypt, A Study of Muhammad Ali (Cambridge: At the University
Press 1931), p. 108.

(3) Grant, J. A amd Temperley, Harold. Europe in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 1789-1939 (London:
Longmans, Green and Co., 1948), p. 261.

(4) (Foreign Office) F. O. 78-227, Campbell to Palmerston, 15 May 1833.

(5) F. O. 78-227, Campbell to Palmerston, 9 May 1833; F. O. 27-465, Arthur Aston to Palmerston, Paris, 29
April 1833.

(6) British and Foreign State Papers 1832-1833, Foreign Office (London: James Ridgway and Son, 1836), Vol.
20, pp. 1176-80; Hurewitz, J. C. Diplomacy in the Near and Middle East, A Documentary Record 1535-1914
(New Jersey: Van Nostrand, 1956), Vol. I, pp. 105-6.
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(7) F. O. 27-555, Foreign Office to Granville, 16 February 1838, No. 82.
(8) F. O. 27-559, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 19 February 1838, No. 44; F. O. 27-559, Granville to
Palmerston, Paris, 23 February 1838; F. O. 27-560, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 16 April 1838, No. 124.

(9) F. O. 27-560, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 23 March 1838, No. 89.

(10) F. O. 27-555, Foreign Office to Granville, 16 February 1838, No. 82.

(11) F. O. 27-560, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 9 March 1838, No. 73.

(12) F. O. 27-555, Foreign Office to Granville, 16 February 1838, No. §2.

(13) F. 0. 27-560, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 16 April 1838, No. 124.
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(14) F. O. 27-560, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 4 June 1838; F. O. 27-360, Granville to Palmerston, 4 June
1838, No. 190.

(15) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 4 June 1838.

(16) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 4 June 1838.

(17) F. O. 78-332, Granville to Palmerston, 8 June 1838, No. 192; F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 8
June 1838, No. 192.

(18) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 15 June 1838, No. 203.

(19) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 18 June 1838; F. O. 78-332, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 18
June 1838, No. 207.
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(20) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 18 June 1838, No. 707.
(21) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 22 June 1838.

(22) F. 0. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 25 June 1838.

(23) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 2 July 1838, No. 230.
(24) F. O. 7-276, Metternich a Prince Esterhazy, Vienna, Le 26 Juin 1838.
(25) F. 0. 27-557, Foreign Office to Granville, 3 July 1838, No. 297.

— 49_



RS Chugs e B yeaal) Al slad Lt Ausbans

25 Y il clgallas iad dal e L yeaal) Allall alasind ap el L of e Jay aild Ja of Vaag
Lt alad) ) 4y aghy 38 Cigua (61 (6350 of o) diliall Alpal) (e aDUE) Wik e dess ol of Jla sl
Al il Laigd e agny of ails e 63 Y1 sag o Aallaiall dugyoV) sl pe can L lgie L

A paal) Alaal) Ja dlas

by g Luipdy btk (e @) () Jgeasll aDlinw) WL (e daae (Do) 00 Alsball O ginyally = 58
colall 8 By Jally Lol s La Do Alaiall Algall e g Bl dupad) Joall aga Carmsy g g Lusailly
O Osiapalls allag ¢ ldiall (iaall aalanil bbucall (e adall Juo) P e AL Lusgpd (S (s 4
o ‘éﬁ ‘;m)d\ oatdl e ol ddge (giualls aye WS “éJ}A <) Cbﬁ‘){\ Jaa Jo Jakilys L)"‘i)lT‘ gﬁ 0y
Lgsl (8 D) SpaiasY (59 peal) (g 4l Sliicabises Kl ¢ i yalls 7 158 e aiilgn sl 53 ¢ Sliiaslu
Ols (Lal o dene Cun dnldiall dlsal) elm O Jad o) Balance of Powers sl ()lsi e alaall
(g Utiaaall )38 dsia Cang 8yshadl) Ao 8 (5Sons yiiall oang I ) (o ¢l LIS (05K ) (gl @l
Soy o (Kan Wil e dena iy Ofy Bl sac lusal) st DA (e 2sgall sda 6 Lusadl) 355U any LS
IS 06 o sanly Alg Lgadios A Al Baclusall (Y €2V aliadl LV Joall s meaaly il
(20 Toa Y elV1 oda Jiy olalll Ailgd B Shiwlun 2o g LS

Jily DA (e oy Lo 130y claijd 8 78 Ll ) Laasbaadd) lSyailly s3a (giaspally clalyi) ciial
Cogienals 1538 Aol gl Gans ) dials Bolaal) (3 Jge 50 3 ¢a1838 oai [ salsy e Jilsf dse il
s e e WS Yl 1 e sl adaiss gadl ale Lo glege 4df V1 (PN il dogKall g 4nlicg
o deae am GUaludl Ll sac bl aasky Laalll 2l 401Ka) Gageads bl e Aliulie ool Lee sliay
Ol e sla L e sliay e i cald (g5l casi il Gl Ll LA el (e 4l o3 032 (Ll
Lilka) 4 Ll @l LS csac laal) o3¢l el elie DU Liaail) Jaat 4ilKa) 6 s adl V) el & Sliulu
OB 03 A Lail) Baelise o Lillasysg L Slal sy ddise

Sl 58 e 1330 aualiicl Jga selal 3 1838 5a /5l O asm Canls (B (e gn Jslila aaia)
Las 4l LS (a0 Ul sac e pue pe llly alidl) aadaies W 558 ¥1 GV ¢l 5ae Lsal Gy lgh Lusadl)
glain) aab Glo L auiiloe Joe (aly cduildiall Apall ol Plials (gsluas Glon ol Luijf oy Y
A gy Jiinha Gl DY) 3 ans Laglie o Lgaje calaad) Joall 48 ol (Wil e deae ) ide
sl 38 ol Aol 4l Lab e dese Gy o AS0) Hisn sa0laal Lisgy 2 ) (2500 Cigall 30
plasiu) Oly « oAl dgn e Lugys dgn o Luiphy Lillany G Ll 3l dldial) (oabY) 6 daug )l
o A oloade 3y Jse of V) caDliad 2 e 4ty of Ll o deae ain L gl gl Jall
Jies il e e e alally jeas dalge alel bilaysg L Johaal dopmall alaal dhaatie g3 )

(26) F. O. 27-557, Foreign Office to Granville, 3 July 1838, No. 297.
(27) F. O. 27-567, Granville to Palmerston, 6 July 1838.
(28) F. 0. 27-567, Granville to Palmerston, 6 July 1838, Most Confidential.
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(29) F. O. 27-567, Granville to Palmerston, 9 July 1838.

(30) F. O. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 13 July 1838.

(31) F. 0. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 13 July 1838.

(32) F. 0. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 16 July 1838.

(33) F. 0. 27-562, Granville to Palmerston, Paris, 16 July 1838.
. 0.

(B4 F 27-557, Foreign Office to Aston, 20 July 1838, Confidential.
(35) F. O. 27-563, Arthur Aston to Palmerston, Paris, 27 July 1838, No. 10; F. O. 27-563, A. Aston to
Palmerston, Paris, 7 September 1838, No. 67
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France’s Policy Towards the Egyptian Question in 1838-1840

A Study in the Light of Unpublished British Foreign Office Documents

Yousef Hussein Yousef Omar*

ABSTRACT

The Egyptian Question (the relations of the Ottoman Empire with Egypt under
Muhammad Ali Pasha) affected France’s relations with the European countries
and the Ottoman Empire and almost led to general war between them. To study
the Egyptian Question this article uses a descriptive historical method that relies
on unpublished British Foreign Office (F.O) documents. The article begins with
the origins of the Egyptian Question in 1831 up to the second phase of the conflict
between the Ottoman Empire and Muhammad Ali Pasha in 1838. The article then
turns to the position of France regarding the attempts of Mohamed Ali Pasha to
achieve independence from the Ottoman Empire and solutions to resolve that
issue, France’s position on the signing of the Commercial Convention of Balta-
Liman on 16 August 1838, the Battle of Nizip on 24 June 1839, the declaration
of reforms of the Hatti Serif Giilhane on 3 November 1839, and the French
military escalation and reasons for it up to the signing of the London Convention
on 15 July 1840. This article also discusses the reasons why France rejected the
decisions of the London Convention and later accepted them and the European
military efforts that led to an end of the Egyptian Question.

Keywords: French Foreign Relations in the 19th Century; Egyptian-Ottoman
Relations in the 19th Century; Eastern Question; Mohammed Ali
Pasha.
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