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The Turning Points in the Protagonist Characterization in the Classical Theatrical Work:
“Oedipus the Rex” as a Model

Nayef Al Shboul*

ABSTRACT

This study aims at analyzing the characterization of the major protagonist in the classical drama
and theatre considering “Oedipus the Rex” a hero according to the following dimensions: First of
all, the material dimension during his youth stage who wears a king garment. The second one is
the psychological dimension which represents intelligence, nobility-and who believes in
prophecy. The third one is the social dimension which represents his marriage from Jocasta, a
noble princess. The study analyzes the major character without detailing or analyzing the
secondary characters such as Jocasta, Terus, Creon, or the marginal characters such as the servant,
the shepherd, the messenger, Oedipus children, and the public. The major protagonist is
considered the most important turning point in the theatrical work as an essential element in the
driving force of the plot and action, which creates tension and behavioral changes. Therefore, this
study focuses on showing the turning points of the theatrical work through Oedipus in the
classical tragedy. The research investigates this issue through a methodological approach which
states the major problem of the study and its significance and ended with terms and definitions.
The study also sheds light on the dramatic values of the theatrical work: the concept of turning
points, the dramatic characterization shift, with many conclusions reached in this study. The
research includes some empirical procedures that lead to significant outcomes as follows: Firstly,
the dramatic values are the most essential ones in forming tension and character. Secondly,there is
a controversial binary relationship moves plot and actions towards the major character
transforming the character from a negative state to a positive one and finally to a denouement.
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