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ABSTRACT

This study attempted to shed light on the representation of females in Jordanian and French
children's books. In addition, it discussed how authors dealt with gender roles in both Jordanian
and French families, through a number of themes related to women and men, girls and boys. To
attain the objectives of this study, quantitative and qualitative methods were used. The total
sample consisted of twenty-two Jordanian and French children’s picture books for the period
(1990- 2014), targeted for the age group (3-8) years. The results of the study showed that the
writing of children’s books is mainly a female activity, and that the majority of adult characters in
these books were females, while males represented the majority of child characters. The results
also indicated a significant imbalance in the portrayals of females, as they were more often
portrayed as involved in house and childcare activities. It was found that mothers were
significantly more likely to appear involved in domestic activities than fathers. In addition the
study expalined that females were linked to tradional professions whereas males were linked to
occupations that are traditionally male-dominated and that require skills and characteristics. The
study concluded that the portrayal of female represented in Jordanian and French children's books,
is in fact stereotyped and derived from the society. Despite the fact that eliminating gender
stereotypes, is not the only way to promote gender equality. However, children's books have an
impact that can not be ignored, as they are an important cultural mechanism to teach gender roles,
and an effective tool to promote the principle of gender equality in all aspects of life.

Keywords: Representation of females in children's stories, comparison between Jordanian and
French stories, Gender Roles.
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